Freshman Seminar: PHIL 87 
The Nature of Time
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Spring 2004, Fridays, bi-weekly, 2:00-4:o0 


 
	Time as the Fourth Dimension; the Problem of the Uniformity of Time 

	Meeting 1
	The Tensed versus Tenseless Theories of Time; Conventionalism

	April 9
	Reading 
 

Callender, Introducing Time, pp. 1-21; 33-51
Reichenbach, H. “Problem of the Uniformity of Time”

	Time, Relativity and the Direction of Time

	Meeting 2
	How Fast Does Time Flow? and other Paradoxes; Relativity and Time; the direction of time 

	April 23
	Reading 
 

Callender, Introducing Time, pp. 52-67 
Putnam, H. 1967. “Time and Physical Geometry,” Journal of Philosophy 64: 240–247

	Time Travel

	Meeting 3
	Is TT physically or logically possible? TT paradoxes?  TT and General Relativity 

	May 7
	Reading
 
Callender, Introducing Time, pp.68-117 
Lewis, D. 1976. "The Paradoxes of Time Travel" American Philosophical Quarterly13:145-52 

Egan, G. 1997. “The Hundred-Light-Year Diary”

	Time, Philosophy and Psychophysics

	Meeting 4
	Is the Present subjective or objective?  What do we experience?  Temporal illusions. Specious Present

	May 21
	Reading 
 

Callender, "Subjectivity of the Present" handout
Poppel, E. Mindworks: Time & Conscious Experience, pp. 1-32.


