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PERSONAL 

• Born: January 16, 1958 
• Place of Birth: Minneapolis, MN 
• Spouse: Bonny E. Sweeney (plaintiffs’ class-action antitrust attorney) 
• Children: Benjamin (born 1990) and Samuel (born 1993) 

 
EDUCATION 

• Cornell University 
  Ph.D. in Philosophy, January 1985 
  M.A. in Philosophy, May 1983 

• Oxford University 
Visiting Graduate Student in Philosophy, University College, 1982-83 

• University of Minnesota (Minneapolis) 
B.A. in Philosophy and Political Science, June 1980 

• Blake School (Minneapolis) 
lower, middle, and high school 

 
ACADEMIC AWARDS AND HONORS 

• Cornell University Graduate Fellowship, summer 1984 
• Martin M. McVoy, Jr., Trust Fellowship, Cornell University, 1982-84 
• Cornell University Graduate Fellowship, 1980-81 
• Herbert Feigl Award, University of Minnesota, 1980 
• Phi Beta Kappa, University of Minnesota, 1980 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

• University of San Diego Law School, Director, Institute for Law and Philosophy, since 
August 2000 

• University of California, San Diego, Full Professor, since July 1996 
• University of California, San Diego, Associate Professor, July 1994 through June 1996 
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Associate Professor, July 1991 through June 1994 
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Assistant Professor, July 1987 through June 1991 
• Stanford University, Visiting Assistant Professor, winter and spring 1986 
• Case Western Reserve University, Assistant Professor, July 1985 through June 1987 
• Cornell University, Instructor, fall 1984 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 Ethical Theory, History of Ethics, and Jurisprudence 



Page 2 of 12 

 
AREAS OF COMPETENCE 
 Ancient Philosophy and Political Philosophy 
 
FELLOWSHIPS 

• National Endowment for the Humanities Research Fellowship, 2002-03 
• University of California Presidential Fellowship in the Humanities, 1998 
• Fellowship in the Harvard University Program in Ethics and the Professions 1997-98 

(declined) 
• Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 1990-91 
• National Endowment for the Humanities, 1990-91 
• Andrew W. Mellon, 1990-91 
• Old Dominion Fellowship, MIT, 1990 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
Authored Books: 

1. Perfectionism and the Common Good: Themes in the Philosophy of T.H. Green (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 2003). 

2. Moral Realism and the Foundations of Ethics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1989).  Italian translation, with a new preface, Milan: Vita e Pensiero, 2003.  Excerpted 
in The Foundations of Ethics, ed. T. Cuneo and R. Shafer-Landau (Oxford: Blackwell, 
2006); Ethical Theory, ed. H. Geirsson and M. Holmgren (Orchard Park, NY: Broadview 
Press, 2000); Moral Disagreements, ed. C. Gowans (New York: Routledge, 2000); Moral 
Philosophy: Selected Readings, 2d. ed., G. Sher (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1996); and 
Readings on American Ethics, ed. G. Stroh and H. Callaway (Boston, MA: Jones and 
Bartlett, 1996). 

 
Edited Books: 

1. T.H. Green's Prolegomena to Ethics, with an introduction (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
2003). 

 
Articles: 

1. “Prospects for Temporal Neutrality” Oxford Handbook on Time, ed. C. Callender (New 
York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming). 

2. “Mill’s Ambivalence about Duty” in J.S. Mill on Justice, ed. L. Kahn (London: Palgrave, 
forthcoming). 

3. “Mill’s Liberal Principles and Freedom of Expression” in Mill’s On Liberty: A Critical 
Guide, ed. C.L. Ten (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008). 

4. “The Significance of Desire” Oxford Studies in Metaethics 3 (2008): 5-46. 
5. "Mill's Moral and Political Philosophy" The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ed. E. 

Zalta <http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2007/entries/mill-moral-political/>. 
6. "The Autonomy of Ethics" in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism, ed. M. Martin 

(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 
7. "Self-realization and the Common Good" in T.H. Green and Contemporary Philosophy, 

ed. M. Dimova-Cookson and W. Mander (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006). 
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8. "Some Forms and Limits of Consequentialism" in Oxford Handbook in Ethical Theory, 
ed. D. Copp (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006). 

9. "Immaturity, Normative Competence, and Juvenile Transfer: How (Not) to Punish 
Minors for Major Crimes" Texas Law Review 82 (2004): 1555-1585.  Reprinted in 
Juvenile Delinquency, ed. K. Padmaja (Hyderabad, India: Icfai University Press, 2007). 

10. "Prudence and Authenticity: Intrapersonal Conflicts of Value" Philosophical Review 112 
(2003): 217-48. 

11. "Millian Principles, Freedom of Expression, and Hate Speech" Legal Theory 7 (2001): 
119-57. 

12. "Impartiality and Associative Duties" Utilitas 13 (2001): 152-72. 
13. "Realism, Naturalism, and Moral Semantics" Social Philosophy & Policy 18 (2001): 154-

76 and in Moral Epistemology, ed. E. Paul et. al. (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2001).  Reprinted in Metaethics: Critical Concepts in Philosophy, vol. III, ed. R. 
Shafer-Landau (London: Routledge, 2008). 

14. "Legal Interpretation, Objectivity, and Morality" in Objectivity in Law and Morals, ed. B. 
Leiter (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001).  Excerpted in Law and Judging: 
Classic Readings in Jurisprudence, ed. M. Green and B. Leiter (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
forthcoming).  Chinese translation by China University of Political Science and Law, 
2002. 

15. "Eudaimonism, Love and Friendship, and Political Community" Social Philosophy & 
Policy 16 (1999): 252-89 and in Human Flourishing, ed. E. Paul et. al. (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1999). 

16. "Objectivity and Dialectical Methods in Ethics" Inquiry 41 (1999): 1-18 [Proceedings of 
the 1998 Oslo Conference on Moral Objectivity in a Multicultural Society]. 

17. "Moral Motivation" Ethics 107 (1997): 4-32.  Reprinted in Metaethics: Critical Concepts 
in Philosophy, vol. IV, ed. R. Shafer-Landau (London: Routledge, 2008). 

18. "Self-love and Altruism" Social Philosophy & Policy 14 (1997): 122-57 and in Self-
Interest, ed. E. Paul et. al. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997). 

19. "Kantian Rationalism: Inescapability, Authority, and Supremacy" in Ethics and Practical 
Reason, ed. G. Cullity and B. Gaut (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997). 

20. "Rational Egoism and the Separateness of Persons" in Reading Parfit, ed. J. Dancy 
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1997). 

21. "Le Réalisme Moral" in Dictionaire de Philosophie Morale, ed. M. Cantor-Sperber 
(Presses Universitaires de France, 1996). 

22. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure" Philosophical Review 103 (1994): 215-247.  Reprinted 
in Moral Dilemmas and Moral Theory, ed. H.E. Mason (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1995) and The Philosopher's Annual, vol. 17. 

23. "A Reasonable Morality" Ethics 104 (1994): 593-619. 
24. "Common Sense and First Principles in Sidgwick's Methods" Social Philosophy & Policy 

11 (1994): 179-201 and in Cultural Pluralism and Moral Knowledge, ed. E. Paul et. al. 
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994). 

25. "The Separateness of Persons, Distributive Norms, and Moral Theory" in Value, Welfare, 
and Morality, ed. C. Morris and R. Frey (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993). 

26. "A Puzzle about the Rational Authority of Morality" Philosophical Perspectives 6 (1992): 
1-26. Reprinted in Metaethics: Critical Concepts in Philosophy, vol. IV, ed. R. Shafer-
Landau (London: Routledge, 2008) 
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27. "Mill's Deliberative Utilitarianism" Philosophy & Public Affairs 21 (1992): 67-103. 
Reprinted in Mill's Utilitarianism: Critical Essays, ed. D. Lyons (Rowman & Littlefield, 
1998). 

28. "Sidgwick and the Rationale for Rational Egoism" in Essays on Henry Sidgwick, ed. B. 
Schultz (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992). 

29. "Rational Egoism, Self, and Others" in Identity, Character, and Morality, ed. O. Flanagan 
and A. Rorty (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1990). 

30. "Semantics and Legal Interpretation (Further Thoughts)" Canadian Journal of Law and 
Jurisprudence 2 (1989): 181-91.  Reprinted in Law and Language, ed. F. Schauer 
(Hampshire, U.K.: Dartmouth Publishing, 1993). 

31. "Legal Positivism and Natural Law Reconsidered, Again" Canadian Journal of Law and 
Jurisprudence 2 (1989) 171-74. 

32. "Legal Theory, Legal Interpretation, and Judicial Review" Philosophy & Public Affairs 
(1988): 105-48.  Reprinted in The Philosophy of Legal Reasoning, vol. 3, ed. S. Brewer 
(Hamden, CT: Garland Publishing, 1997). 

33. "Sidgwick's Dualism of Practical Reason" Australasian Journal of Philosophy 66 (1988): 
291-307. 

34. "Utilitarian Morality and the Personal Point of View" The Journal of Philosophy 83 
(1986): 417-38. 

35. "Externalist Moral Realism" in Moral Realism: Proceedings of the 1985 Spindel 
Conference, ed. N. Gillespie [The Southern Journal of Philosophy, Supplement 24 
(1986): 23-41].  Reprinted in Meta-Ethics, ed. M. Smith (Hampshire, U.K.: Dartmouth 
Publishing, 1995). 

36. "Rawlsian Constructivism in Moral Theory" Canadian Journal of Philosophy 17 (1987): 
71-90. Reprinted in Equality and Liberty, ed. A. Corlett (London: Macmillan, 1991) and 
The Philosophy of Rawls, ed. H. Richardson and P. Weithman (Hamden, CT: Garland 
Publishing, 1999). 

37. "Legal Positivism and Natural Law Reconsidered" The Monist 68 (1985): 364-87.  
Reprinted in Natural Law [The International Library of Essays in Law and Legal 
Theory], ed. R. George (Hampshire, U.K.: Ashgate Publishing, 2003). 

38. "Moral Realism and the Sceptical Arguments from Disagreement and Queerness" 
Australasian Journal of Philosophy 62 (1984): 111-25.  Reprinted in Arguing about 
Metaethics, ed. S. Kirchin (London: Routledge, 2006); Ethical Theory and Moral 
Problems, ed. H. Curzer (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1999); Ethical Theory, 2d ed., ed. L. 
Pojman (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1995); and Readings in Contemporary Ethical 
Theory, ed. J. Sterba (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1989). 

 
Reviews: 

1. Review of Allan Gibbard, Thinking How to Live, Philosophical Review 116 (2007): 267-
72. 

2. Review of John Skorupski, Ethical Explorations, European Journal of Philosophy 9 
(2001): 405-08. 

3. Review of Nancy Sherman, Making a Necessity of Virtue: Aristotle and Kant on Virtue, 
Philosophical Review 109 (2000): 116-22. 

4. Review of The Cambridge Companion to Mill, ed. J. Skorupski, The Review of 
Metaphysics (2000): 188-90. 
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5. Review of Aristotle, Kant, and the Stoics: Rethinking Happiness and Duty, ed. S. 
Engstrom and J. Whiting, Philosophical Review 108 (1999): 576-82. 

6. Review of Antonin Scalia, A Matter of Interpretation, Ethics 109 (1999): 673-75. 
7. Review of Nomos XXXVII: Theory and Practice, Journal of Legal Education 47 (1997): 

270-79. 
8. Review of David Lyons, Rights, Welfare, and Mill's Moral Theory, Philosophy and 

Phenomenological Research 57 (1997): 713-17. 
9. "Pursuing Perfection," review of Thomas Hurka, Perfectionism, Times Literary 

Supplement (June 24, 1994): 11-12. 
10. Review of T.L.S. Sprigge, The Rational Foundations of Ethics, Philosophical Review 100 

(1991): 675-82. 
11. Review of Robin Attfield, A Theory of Value and Obligation, Philosophical Review 100 

(1991): 140-48. 
12. Review of J.J.C. Smart, Ethics, Persuasion, and Truth, Philosophical Review 96 (1987): 

290-95. 
13. Review of Thomas Carson, The Status of Morality, Philosophical Review 95 (1986): 

144-47. 
 
Miscellaneous: 

1. “Facilitating Fidelity” and “Ethics without Religion” in What Would Socrates Say?, ed. 
A. George (New York: Random House, 2007).  Translated into various languages. 

2. 32 (and counting) Answers to Varied Philosophical Questions at Askphilosophers.com 
http://www.askphilosophers.org/?q=&cat=All&panelist=dbrink. 

3. “He Can’t Be Chief Umpire” Newsday Sunday, October 2, 2005. 
4. Entries for "Emotivism," "Ethical Constructivism," and "Moral Realism" in The 

Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, 2d ed., ed. Robert Audi (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1999). 

 
WORK IN PROGRESS 

• Mill’s First Principles: Happiness, Duty, Liberty, and Equality (a reconstruction and 
assessment of Mill’s conceptions of utilitarianism, liberalism, and democracy that 
stresses his perfectionist ideas) 

• Self & Others (a systematic and historical examination of issues concerning practical 
reason, moral demands, and the normativity of ethics) 

• “Two Conceptions of Culpability” 
• “Responsibility as Fair Opportunity to Avoid Wrongdoing” (with Dana Nelkin) 
• “Bringing Sanity to the Insanity Defense: The Need for Volitional, as Well as Cognitive, 

Aspects of Competence” (with Dana Nelkin) 
• “Practical Consistency” 
• “Eudaimonism and Cosmopolitan Concern” 
• “Did Socrates Separate the Forms?” 

 
INVITED TALKS 

1. “[TBA],” University of Calgary, November 2009 
2. “Culpability Refined,” University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, April 2009 
3. “Mill’s Ambivalence about Rights” University of Texas, October 2008 
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4. “Mill’s Ambivalence about Rights,” University of California, Santa Barbara, May 2008 
5. Comment on Geoffrey Sayre-McCord, “Moral Conflict,” Pacific Division Meetings of 

the American Philosophical Association, March 2008 
6. “What Makes a Life Go Well?,” Revelle College Freshman Honors Society, UCSD, 

March 2008 
7. “Mill’s Ambivalence about Rights,” Georgetown Law Center, February 2008 
8. “The Significance of Desire,” Kline Conference, University of Missouri-Columbia, April 

2007 
9. “Mill's Ambivalence about Duty,” University of Pennsylvania, March 2007 
10. “The Significance of Desire,” Keynote Speaker, Third Annual Metaethics Workshop, 

University of Wisconsin, October 2006. 
11. “Refusing to Subsidize Offensive Speech without Censoring It,” Words that Wound 

Panel Discussion, UCSD Cross Cultural Center, May 2006 
12. “Perfectionism and the Authority of Desire” Rice University, April 2006 
13. “Does Discrimination Require Discriminatory Intent?” (comment on Richard Arneson, 

“What is Wrongful Discrimination?”), Conference on the Rights and Wrongs of 
Discrimination, USD Law School, April 2006 

14. “Mill’s Ambivalence about Rights,” Plenary Lecture, International society for Utilitarian 
Studies Triennial Meetings, Dartmouth College, August 2005 

15. “Eudaimonism and the Remotest Mysian,” UCSD, May 2005 
16. “The Significance of Desire,” APA Eastern Division Meetings (Stephen Darwall 

commentator), December 2003 
17. “The Autonomy of Ethics,” University of San Diego Symposium on Ethics and Religious 

Commitment (Michael Moore, Michael Perry, and Chris Eberle co-symposiasts), March 
2003  

18. “Prudence and Authenticity,” Yale University, February 2003 
19. "Self-realization and the Common Good: Themes in T.H. Green," Conference on T.H. 

Green and Contemporary Philosophy, Oxford University, September 2002 
20. "Prudence and Authenticity," APA Central Division Meetings (Stephen Darwall 

commentator), April 2002 
21. Comment on Mark Greenberg, Analytical Jurisprudence Workshop, Columbia Law 

School, March 2001 
22. "Self-love and Altruism," Distinguished Lecture Series, UCSD Extension, February 2001 
23. "Impartiality and Associative Duties," University of Arizona, December 2000 
24. "Varieties of Ethical Naturalism," Westminster Theological Seminary, October 2000 
25. "Legal Interpretation, Objectivity, and Morality," Analytical Jurisprudence Workshop 

(Matthew Kramer commentator), Columbia Law School, April 2000 
26. "Self-realization and the Common Good: Themes in T.H. Green," University of 

Michigan, March 2000 
27. "Impartiality and Associative Duties" and "Perfectionism and the Common Good: -

Themes in T.H. Green," International Society for Utilitarian Studies, Wake Forest 
University, March 2000 

28. "Self-realization and the Common Good: Themes in T.H. Green," University of 
Wisconsin, February 2000 

29. "Self-realization and the Common Good: Themes in T.H. Green," University of Southern 
California, December 1999 
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30. "Realism, Naturalism, and Moral Semantics," Conference on Natural Law and Modern 
Moral Philosophy, Social Philosophy & Policy Center, Bowling Green State University, 
October 1999 

31. "Objectivity and Dialectical Inquiry in Ethics," University of Oslo (Dagfinn Føllesdall 
commentator), August 1998. 

32. "Legal Interpretation, Objectivity, and Morality," University of Minnesota, May 1998 
33. "Millian Principles, Freedom of Expression, and Hate Speech," Macalester College, April 

1998 
34. "Eudaimonism, Love and Friendship, and Democratic Community," California State 

University Fullerton Conference on Democracy and Self-interest, March 1998 
35. "Eudaimonism, Love and Friendship, and Political Community," Simon Fraser 

University, February 1998 
36. "The Normativity of Ethics: An Outline" and "Realism, Naturalism, and Moral 

Semantics," University of British Columbia, February 1998 
37. "Eudaimonism, Love and Friendship, and Political Community," Ohio State University, 

November 1997 
38. "Eudaimonism, Love, and Friendship, and Political Community" Social Philosophy & 

Policy Center Conference on Human Flourishing, La Jolla, September 1997 
39. "Millian Principles, Freedom of Expression, and Hate Speech" and "Self-love and Altru-

ism," University of Kansas, April 1997 
40. "Kantian Rationalism: Inescapability, Authority, and Supremacy," University of 

California, Davis, June 1996 
41. "Millian Principles, Freedom of Expression, and Hate Speech" Becker lecture, Cornell 

University, April 1996 
42. "Moral Motivation," symposium on Michael Smith's The Moral Problem, 1996 APA 

Pacific Division Meetings 
43. "Self-love and Altruism," (Los Angeles area) Moral And Political Philosophy Society, 

November, 1995 
44. "Self-love and Altruism," Conference on Self-Interest, Social Philosophy & Policy 

Center, Bowling Green State University, September 1995 
45. "Kantian Rationalism: Inescapability, Authority, and Supremacy," Conference on Ethics 

and Practical Reason, University of St. Andrews, March 1995 
46. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of California at San Diego, February 1994 
47. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of Southern California, February 1994 
48. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of Virginia, November 1993 
49. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," Tufts University, April 1993 
50. "Moral Motivation and the Authority of Morality," Matchette lecture, University of 

Arkansas, April 1993 
51. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of Arizona, January 1993 
52. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of Wisconsin, November 1992 
53. "Intuitionism and Dialectical Inquiry" and "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," Brown 

University, October 1992 
54. "Common Sense and First Principles in Sidgwick's Methods," Conference on Cultural 

Pluralism and Moral Knowledge, Social Philosophy & Policy Center, Bowling Green 
State University, September 1992 

55. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," University of Vermont, April 1992 
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56. "Normativity Naturalized," symposium on Allan Gibbard's Wise Choices, Apt Feelings, 
1992 APA Pacific Division Meetings 

57. "Moral Conflict and Its Structure," Princeton University, February 1992  
58. "Privacy and Other Fundamental Liberties," Columbia Law School, November 1991 
59. "The Rational Authority of Morality," Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral 

Sciences, May 1991 
60. Moral Conflict and Its Structure," Conference on Moral Dilemmas, University of 

Minnesota, April 1991 
61. "Sidgwick and the Rationale for Rational Egoism," Sidgwick Symposium (Stephen 

Darwall and John Deigh commentators), University of Chicago, May 1990 
62. "The Role of Common Sense in Sidgwick's Methods," Sidgwick Symposium (comment 

on Russell Hardin), University of Chicago, May 1990 
63. "Mill's Deliberative Utilitarianism," University of Connecticut, April 1990 
64. "Two Puzzles of Moral Psychology" and "Sidgwick and the Rationale for Rational 

Egoism," Middlebury College, March 1990 
65. "Mill's Deliberative Utilitarianism" and "Utilitarianism and the Separateness of Persons," 

Dartmouth College, February 1990 
66. "Rational Egoism, Self, and Others," APA Central Division Meetings (Nick Sturgeon 

commentator), April 1989 
67. "Objectivity and Rationality in Ethics," Tufts University, November 1988 
68. "The Structure and Significance of Moral Conflict," Boston Area Conference on Moral 

Psychology (comment on Michael Stocker), April 1988 
69. "Rational Egoism, Self, and Others" Sievert Lecture, University of Iowa, November 1987 
70. "Legal Theory and Legal Interpretation," Case Western Reserve Law School, April 1987 
71. "Rational Egoism, Self, and Others," University of California, Irvine, December 1986 
72. "Rational Egoism, Self, and Others," Stanford University, May 1986 
73. "Externalist Moral Realism," Spindel Conference on Moral Realism, Memphis State 

University, October 1985 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 

• Lower-Division Undergraduate: 
o Ethics 
o Introduction to Philosophy 
o Justice 
o Ancient Philosophy 

• Upper-Division Undergraduate: 
o Ethics 
o Ethical Theory 
o Persons and Values 
o Greek Ethics 
o Socrates and Plato 
o Mill and Sidgwick 
o Political Philosophy 
o Legal Philosophy 

• Graduate Seminars: 
o Moral Realism 
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o Practical Reason 
o Practical Reason, Self, and Others 
o Foundations of Ethics 
o Objectivity, Normativity, and Naturalism in Ethics 
o The Normativity of Ethics 
o Greek Ethics and Political Theory 
o Mill’s Moral and Political Philosophy 
o T.H. Green's Prolegomena to Ethics 
o Personal Identity and Ethical Theory 
o Analytical Jurisprudence and Constitutional Theory 
o Partial Responsibility (with Dana Nelkin) 

 
THESIS SUPERVISION 

• Reader, Per Milan, Fatalism [tentative title] (UCSD Ph.D., in progress) 
• Reader/Supervisor, Theron Pummer, Persons and Intrapersonal Distribution [tentative 

title] (UCSD Ph.D., in progress) 
• Supervisor, Eric Campbell, Norms, Objectivity, and the Will [tentative title] (UCSD 

Ph.D., in progress) 
• Reader, Michael Tiboris, Responsibility, Competence, and the Juvenile Agent (UCSD 

Ph.D., in progress) 
• Supervisor, Erick Ramirez, Toward a Sensible Sentimentalism? (UCSD Ph.D., in 

progress) 
• Reader, Lisa Damm, The Architecture of Emotion Experience (UCSD Ph.D., in progress) 
• Reader, Sharon Skare, Moral Psychology and the Virtues: Mixing the Empirical and 

Philosophical [tentative title] (UCSD Ph.D., in progress) 
• Supervisor, Charlie Kurth, Rethinking the Objectivity of Ethics [tentative title] (UCSD 

Ph.D., in progress) 
• Supervisor, Nina Brewer-Davis, The Associative Aspect of Political Obligation (UCSD 

Ph.D., in progress) 
• Reader, Dale Dorsey, Thresholds and the Good: A Program of Political Evaluation 

(UCSD Ph.D., 2007) 
• Supervisor, Jeff Stedman, Perfectionism, Value Pluralism, and the Human Good (UCSD 

Ph.D., 2006) 
• Reader, Kory Schaff, Work, Freedom, and Community: Hegel’s Normative Economics 

(UCSD Ph.D., 2005) 
• Supervisor, Luke Robinson, The Metaphysics of Morality: A Dispositionalist Account 

(UCSD Ph.D., 2005) 
• Reader, Mark Warshaw, The Cognitive Challenge to the Truth Conditional Theory of 

Meaning (UCSD Ph.D., 2004) 
• Reader, Peter Vranas, Respect for Persons: An Epistemic and Pragmatic Investigation 

(University of Michigan Ph.D., 2001) 
• Supervisor, Anne Margaret Baxley, Kant's Theory of Virtue (UCSD Ph.D., 2000) 
• Supervisor, Evan Tiffany, A Naturalistic Account of Normativity (UCSD Ph.D., 2000) 
• Reader, Patrick Findler, Dispositional Theories of Value (University of California, Davis 

Ph.D., 2000) 



 
 

Page 10 of 12 

• Supervisor, Michael LeBuffe, Two Seventeenth Century Naturalistic Ethics (UCSD 
Ph.D., 1999) 

• Supervisor, Adrienne Martin, Agency and Personal Identity (UCSD M.A., 1999) 
• Acting Supervisor, Tatjana Tarkian, Objectivity and Authority in Ethics (University of 

Göttingen Ph.D. [UCSD visitor 1997-98], 1999) 
• Acting Supervisor, Christine Tappolet, Moral Epistemology and the Emotions 

(University of Geneva Ph.D. [MIT visitor, 1993-94], 1995) 
• Supervisor, Diane Jeske, The Persistence and Importance of Persons (MIT Ph.D., 1992) 
• Reader, Edward Stein, Rationality and the Limits of Cognitive Science (MIT Ph.D., 

1992) 
• Supervisor, Elizabeth Prevett, A Linguistic Model for Reflective Equilibrium in Ethics 

(MIT Ph.D., 1990) 
• Reader, Paul Pietroski, Meaning Naturally (MIT Ph.D., 1990) 
• Supervisor, Hugh Sansom, Rights and Future Generations (MIT M.A., 1989) 

 
DEPARTMENTAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

• Chair of Philosophy, since 2007 
• Alternate (Vice) Chair of Philosophy, 1997-2001, 2003-06 
• Undergraduate Advisor, 2004-06 
• Acting Undergraduate Advisor, 2000 and 2003 
• Philosophy Colloquium Organizer, 1996-2000 
• Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, 1994-95 
• Committee on Academic Personnel (CAP) (university committee making final 

recommendations on all appointments, tenure decisions, and promotions), 1998-2000 
• Shadow CAP (university committee making final recommendations on personnel files 

where CAP has a conflict of interest), 2005-06 
• Committee on Privilege and Tenure (university committee hearing misconduct 

grievances by and about faculty members), 1995-97 
• Committee on Educational Policy (subcommittee on course approval), 1995-97 
• Committee on Admissions, 2004-06 (Vice-chair 2005-06) 
• Muir College Executive Committee, 2005-06 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

• Director, Institute for Law and Philosophy, University of San Diego Law School 
(conferences on Welfarism and Corrective Justice, Consequentialism and its Critics, Hate 
Crime Legislation, the Moral Community, Foundations of Free Speech, Compensation, 
Whether Ethics Requires a Religious Foundation, Moral and Legal Luck, Religion and 
the Law, Criminal Responsibility and its Limits, Interpretation, Legal Moralism, The 
Meaning of Marriage, Precedent, Legal Positivism and Natural Law, Conceptual Issues in 
Constitutional Law, Precedent, Freedom of Association and Anti-Discrimination, The 
Duty to Rescue, Just War Theory, Blame and Retribution, Immigration and Borders, the 
Rationality of Rule-Following, Isaiah Berlin, Nozick and Libertarianism) 

• Editor, Legal Theory 
• Ethics Editor, Stanford On-line Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
• Advisory Board, Philosophical Gourmet Report 
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• Editorial Board, Ethics, Utilitas, Law and Philosophy, Journal of Ethics and Social 
Philosophy, Ask Philosophers 

• Occasional Referee for American Political Science Review, Australasian Journal of 
Philosophy, British Society for Ethical Theory, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 
Economics and Philosophy, Inquiry, Journal of Ethics, Journal of Ethics and Social 
Philosophy, Journal of the History of Philosophy, Journal of Philosophical Research, Law 
and Philosophy, Legal Theory, Mind, Nous, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, 
Philosophers' Imprints, Philosophical Review, Philosophical Studies, Philosophy and 
Phenomenological Research, Review of Politics, Synthese; Blackwell, Cambridge 
University Press, Harvard University Press, Oxford University Press, Wadsworth Press, 
and Westview Press 

• Program Committee, Annual Metaethics Workshop, 2004 and 2005 
• ACLS Selection Committee, 2004-05 
• NEH Selection Committee, 2005 
• 2002-05 Executive Committee, Pacific APA 
• 2000-03 Eastern APA Advisory Committee to the Program Committee 
• 2000 Pacific APA Program Committee 
• 2000 Jean Hampton Memorial Prize Committee 

 
COACHING EXPERIENCE 

• Hockey 
o USA Hockey Coach Certification Level III, since 2002 
o Head Coach of the La Jolla Country Day varsity inline hockey team, since 2005 
o Assistant Coach with the La Jolla Jaguars travel ice hockey team (Midget 16A, 

Bantam A, and Bantam B), 2003-06 
o Assistant Coach of the San Diego Junior Gulls travel ice hockey team (Peewee 

A), 2002-03 
o Head Coach of the Griffins middle school club inline hockey team (Skate San 

Diego), 2002-03 
o Head Coach with the Iceoplex recreational youth ice hockey league (Escondido), 

2001 
o Head Coach of the Griffins and Devils club inline hockey teams (La Mesa Sports 

Center), 1998-2000 
o Head Coach with the Mission Valley YMCA recreational youth inline hockey 

league, 1996-98 
• Baseball 

o Assistant Coach in the La Jolla Youth Baseball League (Bronco and Pony 
divisions), 2002-05 
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