Humanities 4: Lecture 13

Immanuel Kant
“What 1s Enlightenment?”




Outline of Lecture

¢ Historical Background

® “What 1s Enlightenment?”
- Main claim
- Public vs. private use of reason
- Political Analysis

® Summary



Prussia in 18th Century

e Rise of Prussia

- Efficient bureaucracy & tax collection, large standing
military (83K-200K), potatoes.

® Series of kings:

- Frederick I (1688-1713), Fredrick William (1713-40),
Frederick II=Frederick the Great (1740-86)

® Seven Years’ War (1756-1763) (See slide)
® Enlightened Absolutism

- Freedom of religion

- Limited freedom of speech






a a0 a0 T30 Kil
i umeten‘ e
1] 250 00 Miles

e
—
=
o2
—
=
=
=
2
o
2
=
i
=
i)
[ |
i

G AT _ — Huundaﬁy of the Holy
I A KINGPOM QOF 1 @ g ’*:'N. ] Roman npjre

[
LITHUANIA
POLAND

{RE]EAHQ'*, il DUTCH

Fl}'m‘:ﬂ.l-lhl_: - F"--—--"r. E : -.:-."ﬂ.E .. v 2 4, ! ';: YOLHYMNIA

2 N LITTLE POLAND _ \ e,

'..'!.:"‘- ﬁh 1 - h‘\. A ™ ; h-..'.
R, HUNGARY RAINE e
= lefs- g, - ‘%’ F; _ i, O

FRAN‘-'ZE ' BANAT (g’ e

Bordeaux : SRR - L= CRIMEA 527
- Avignon_ 2 Sl @ L e T _.T_B_._qu*u:
o [ A | -STATES, | ' BULGARIA | h“'"
p ZE e Corsigal | . Ryme. L o L
0 ., 7 2 Fonstanting - ~
e g4 e MDNTEMEGRU 2 ineaphe 5) e
' KINGDOM  gING e Radn g -

"1

L M
OF SARDINIA -~ gF ‘ ﬂxDTT{}MﬁH EMPIRE | o)
Balearic fsfands g WD&[QTL[ES ;‘:_.:_._. s e . > 2.

L g r = . s ;! &
5 §f - = | e - ]
s { &5 e
- Sctly et o -
W, g i) r % ¥ - (]
— L o) T a o
. . i T F & Lt NP
- - ! i
| = Sy
i

A . & ALGERIA palrete



. —— __J_._ . o

. :f'-'\- F'.-": - ":|" . — o

" -
=

[CE'LAND EURQPE
=5 PR S FRUSSI.‘EL__, =

| AFRICA
. GUINEA

- Spanish Empire Russian Empire French Empire ' oy

Portuguese +h Frani =] Areas of
0 LAKD 3000 4,500 Kilometers —— Empire Bl DuchEmpie RN confier

#‘I
i} 1,504 2.000 Miles - British Empire

Chttoman Empire




What 1s Enlightenment?

® Main claim:

- “Enlightenment 1s man’s emergence from his self-incurred
immaturity”

* Immaturity-inability to use understanding without others
o Self-incurred-if due to lack of resolution and courage
® Causes:
- Laziness and cowardice

- Dogmas and formulas- “mechanical instruments for
rational use”

® Remedy: (internally) courage, (externally) freedom



Kinds of Freedom

® Public vs. private use of reason

- Private use 1s in some official capacity

- Public use 1s for the “reading public™.
¢ Consistent with obedience in actions
¢ Emphasis on religious freedom

- Religious immaturity 1s most pernicious.
® Political freedom is also included.
® Fundamental dignity of man.

- vs. man as machine (part of state)



Political Analysis

® Repeated Flattery
- Enlightened ruler with no fear.
- “the century of Frederick”
® Assurances of no danger
- Strong army provides security.
- Enlightenment should be gradual and not take form of
revolution.
® Advantages
- Possibly better ways of legislation.
- People emerge from “barbarism”.



Summary

® Self-conscious attempt at understanding the
Enlightenment.

® Freedom of speech in the public sphere 1s essential.
® Reason should provide the standards for public discourse.



