ADVANCE INFORMATION ON FINAL EXAM
PHILOSOPHY 1 SPRING, 2006

The final examination will take place on Thursday, June 15, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., in WLH 2113 (our regular classroom).

No use of books or notes will be permitted at any time during this exam. Please don’t
bring blue books to the exam; we’ll supply paper.

The final exam will cover all course material, but will concentrate somewhat on material
covered since the midterm exam.

The first hour and a half of the exam will consist of short-answer questions testing your
understanding of course readings and other course materials (handouts and lectures).
These questions will be similar in form to the short-answer questions that appeared on the
midterm exam. This section of the final exam will count for one-half of your exam
grade.

The second hour and a half of the final exam will consist of essay questions drawn from
the list below. On the actual exam, two of the A questions and one of the B questions
will be posed, and you will be asked to write two essays, one on an A question and one
on the B question. This section of the exam will count for one-half of your exam grade,
and each of your responses to an essay question counts equally for grading purposes.

Al. Consider these four claims:

a. The human body is a material thing.

b. The human mind is a spiritual thing.

c. Mind and body causally interact.

d. Spirit and matter do not causally interact.

The four claims taken together form an inconsistent set: at least one of them must be
false. State and explain what you take to be the most plausible position on the
relationship between mind and body, in the light of the four claims. Which of the claims
do you reject? For what reasons? Your discussion should include consideration of some
significant arguments by course authors both for and against the position you are
defending.

A2. A zombie is a creature that is physically identical in all respects to a conscious
creature but lacks conscious experience. Some philosophers argue that zombies are
conceivable, so zombies are metaphysically possible, so physicalism is false. Does the
doctrine of logical positivism as affirmed by A.J. Ayer show that the statement that
zombies might exist is not a meaningful assertion, and, more broadly, that the supposed
philosophical problem concerning the relationship of mind and body is a pseudo-
problem? Defend or attack the position on this issue that you are ascribing to Ayer.



A3. J.J. C. Smart argues that just as we have good scientific reason to hold that lightning
flashes are identical to electrical discharges between clouds, we have good scientific
reason to hold that sensations and more broadly conscious mental experiences are
identical to physical states of the brain. State (a) Smart’s position and (b) a significant
criticism of it to be found either in the course reading by Jerry Fodor or the one by Frank
Jackson. Defend Smart’s view against the criticism or the criticism against Smart’s view.

A4. Functionalism might be thought to be a doctrine that implies “equal rights for
robots.” That is to say, if we built a machine that is causally responsive to the
environment in a sufficiently complex way, and is responsive to external stimuli and to
its own internal states in ways that are sufficiently like the network of functional
interconnections on the basis of which we attribute mentality to fellow humans, then we
should attribute mental states and a mental life to the machine. The functionalist says the
answer to the question whether or not a robot has a mental life is determined not by what
stuff it is made of but rather by how the stuff is organized. Explain the functionalist
doctrine on the nature of mental states and defend or attack the doctrine in the light of its
implications for the attribution of mentality to nonhuman creatures and things.
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B1. In his Meditations of First Philosophy, Rene Descartes asserts and argues for
controversial positions on the nature and limits of human knowledge, the existence of
God, and the relationship between minds and bodies. In a variety of ways, the other
course authors surveyed in this course criticize Descartes’s views on all three topics. In
your view, on which of these topics (knowledge, God, or mind/body) do Descartes’s
views best stand up against the criticisms? On the topic you have selected, defend
Descartes’s views against some of these important criticisms. (If you think Descartes’s
views on all three topics are hopelessly wrong, explain and defend a view as to how he
goes wrong.)

B2. “Anything we can learn about the nature of the universe, we learn from empirical
science, or from common-sense observation consistent with science (such as the
observations of a good detective searching for clues that will reveal whether a crime was
committed and if so, who did it).” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? That is
to say, do conceptual or metaphysical or other philosophical arguments generate
knowledge about the nature of the universe that is independent of what we learn from
science? In answering this question, be sure to consider arguments by course authors that
appear to support or undermine the position you aim to defend.
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Nina Davis’s exam week office hours are Tuesday 3-5 p.m. in HSS 7055.
Arneson’s exam week office hours are Wednesday1-3 p.m. in HSS 8057.



