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136 Donald P. Rutherford

Since its conception, thc thcory of preestablished harmony has con-
fronted the charge that it is at bottom indistinguishablc from the doctrine
of occasionalism.t Like preestablished harrnony, occasionalisrn denics any
causal influence of one created substance on another. By its account the
only rcal causal agent is God, who causcs thoughts to arise in thc soul on
thc occasion of the appropriate motions in the body, and movemcnts of the
body on the occasion of the appropriatc volitions of the will.2 Now, fairly
clcarly, this is not a position to which Leibniz himself subscribcs. Critics of
prccstablished harmony, howevcr, arc little moved by this fact. They allow
that occasionalism may rnakc a more direct appeal to divinc action than
does precstablishcd harmony; nevertheless, thcy contend that the two
theories share the crucial fcaturc that a prima facie natural phcnomcnon is

ascribed to a supernatural cause: either God's imrnediatc production of all
the states of thc soul and the body, or his crcation of two substances that
arc programmcd to instantiate just thosc statcs that will cnsure their perfect
agreement. From the critic's point of vicw, thc similarities between occa-
sionalism and preestablished harmony far outwcigh their differences.
Whether God actually deals the cards or merely stacks thc dcck, the result
is the same.

In certain moods, Leibniz is happy to acknowledge the conlmon ground
thc thcory of prccstablished harmony shares with occasionalism. Despitc
his concessions on this point, however, he remains adamant that thcre arc
important problcms with thc doctrine of occasionalism that his theory
avoids.3 Among thc most promincnt objections he raises to it are the
following: (1) occasionalism is inconsistcnt with thc supposition of finite
substances; (2) occasionalism presupposcs thc occurrcncc of "perpetual
rniracles"; and (3) occasionalism rcquircs that God "disturb" (diranger,
troubler) thc ordinary laws of nature. Thc first of thcsc objections has

received considerable attcntion in the literature. It has generally been
acknowledged that Leibniz faults occasionalists for transferring all power to
God on the grounds that such a move leads inevitably to the denial of finite

1. This criticism was first made by Arnauld; see his letter to Leibniz of 4 March 1687

(G rr, 84/LA 105-6).
2. As Leibniz himsclf notcs, the occasionalist theory is not lirnited to an account of soul-

body relations, but extends also to causal interactions among bodies: "sincc the communica-
tion of motions also seemed inconceivable to them, thcy bclievcd that God imparts motion to
a body on the occasion of the n.rotion of another body" ((; IV 483/AG 143). For recent
reassertions of this point, see Thomas M. Lennon, "Philosophical Comnrentary," in LO, 810,

and Steven Nadler, "Occasionalism and thc Mind-Body Problem," Oxford Studies in the

History o.f Philosoply 2 (forthcorning).
3. For examples of Leibniz both affirming and qualifying the relation of this theory to the

doctrine of occasionalism, see his letters to L'Hospital (30 Septcn-rber 1695: GM II, 299) and
Remond (26 August 1714 G III, 625).
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That any substance is endowed with an intrinsic force or power appears
in many places as a necessary truth for Leibniz. Commenting on Locke's
debate with the Bishop of Worcester in the Preface to the Neu Essays, he
says unequivocally that "activity is thc essence of substance in general" (NE
65). Similarly, in a letter to De Volder, he writes that it is "metaphysically
necessary" that any substance possess an intrinsic activity (G II, 169; cf. G
VI, 598/AG 207). Again, he writes to Baylc in 1702 that "[w]ithout an
internal force of action a thing could not bc a substance, for the nature of
substance consists in this rcgulatcd tendency, from which phenomena are

born in order" (G III, 58). As I read these remarks, they involve more than
a mere stipulation on Leibniz's part. Rather than simply fixing what is to
be callcd "substance," he is working from a complex, historically rooted
conception of what it is to &e a substantial being, and is subsequently
arguing that these conditions can only be satisfied ifsubstancc is conceived
as being by nature a principle of activity. nUe may see him as claiming that
substancc could not fulfill its prcscribcd mctaphysical roles-as an ultimate
explanatory principle, as a bcing that is depcndent for its existencc on no
othcr crcatcd bcing, as a bcing that pcrsists through change, and as a true
unity-unlcss it is also conceived as a principle of activity: a source
productive of changes in its states or modifications, which nevertheless
persists as itselfthrough those changes.

Now, the occasionalist response to this line of reasoning will be to
reassert the essential depcndence in Christian metaphysics of all created
being on God. As Malebranche interprets this dependence, created beings
are conserved in existence only because God continucs to will thcir cxis-
tence. Thus, while from the side of creatures thcrc appears to be a difference
between creation and conservation, "in reality, crcation does not pass away,
sincc in God conservation and creation are one and the samc volition, which
consequently is necessarily followed by the same effects" (OC XII-XIII,

harmony must be accepted (cfl the "New Systcm of the Nature and Communication of
Substances" IG lV, 477-87/AG 138-45] and the Postscript to his 1696 letter to Basnage de

Beauval [G IV 498-5001 AG 147-49]). ln addition to this "argument lrom elimination,"
Leibniz also advances an a priori argunlent for preestablished harmony based on his concept of
substance (cf. G IV, 4941P 126). Here the doctrine olharmony, or at least the weaker doctrine
of universal expression, plays a central rolc in his reasoning. Starting lrom the premise that
"God originally created the soul (or any other real unity) in such a way that evcrything must
arise for it from its own depths, through a perfect spontaneity relative to itself, and yet with a

perfect rcnformity relative to external things," he concludes in the "New System" that "[i]t is

this mutual relation, regulated in advance in each substance of the universe, which produces
what we call their rcmmunication, and which alone brings about tlre union of soul and body" (G
IV 484-85/AG 144). For a full discussion of both these arguments, see R. C. Sleigh, Jr.,
Leibniz and Arnauld: A Commentary on Their Correspondence (New Haven, Conn.: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1990), pp. 161-80.

I57lD 153). The dependenc
only to the conservation of d
particular modahties.

[God] cannot will wh:
that this chair exist wi
some place or other ar

are unable to conceire
in some place, there or

The upshot of the occasioneli
dent on God are complaely &
states and effects. They pc
themselves.6 This is the conct
the connection between the <

dependent, is nonetheless di
persisting principle of actiYit
argues, the occasionalist posit
created beings are denied a g
concurrence of God) their ou
cations are ascribed exclusirtl
to talk about the modificatiu
force of some duration, kibr

no created substance, r

and thus, nothing rcu
things would be only r

phantasms, so to speal
what comes to the sar

substance of all rhings-

6. The above is not intendd as

claim. See Lennon, "Philosophrcrl (
Jr. , "Lelbrriz on Malebrancbe on C-arr

J. A. Cover and Mark Kulstad (Iadia
7. The precise narure of tte d

philosophy-the content of his doo
Leibniz and Arnauld, pp. 18H5" ud

8. See also his letter to kloog of
[Florce is one of the prinag
nearly nothing of [subst*nc[
force, there will be no subm
Spinoza, according to whoq,
therefore, to say thet God gix
preserve the substan"es outsil

Compare G IV 515/AG 165; G IV- 56



'eBE'Ii89-a9S hl C :99I gV/SI9 'n1 5 a:edruo3

OZt lW)'tulqJo aPtstno seJuelsqns aql al:asa:d

ol J3pro ur ']t a:e1da: lou saoP aq leql pu? '.3fJoJ eql senrS pog leqt des ol 'aJoJJJJIII

',(:esse:au sI tI suolwrulpotu Sutssed dluo are saJnltar) ruoqa ol Sutp:o::e 'ezoutd5

.1o uorurdo 3qt otur Jlaseuo alrdsap 'lpl III. rLIo PUB :rsuelsqns ou aq 1IA erar{l '3lro3

tnoqtra leqr ,(ts ol arEP I puy IF 1r Surqlou uoos ro '[::uetsqns] 3o Surqlou f,1:eau

ur?uel Ipa Jraql pa orurl Suraq q:rqm 'suotl:a-1:ad pdr:ur:d Jql Jo auo sr a::olgl
:7111 L-ren:qag E3o 3uo1a1 ol rcllol srq osle 3rS 8

,,-f,1qesne3 uo aqru?trqalew uo zluqla'J,, pu? 'S8-€8I dd'pyouty puo zlu(lD1

'q8ra15 aa5 enssl paxol E sl-eluJJJnfuol auIArP Jo eulJllop slr{ Jo lualuor oqr-,(qdosolrqd

s.zruqrJ'I uI pog uo sarutlsqns PalBJll Jo anapuadap aql Jo Jllllsu asr:a:d aq1 1

e6-l9l 'dd '(966t 'llo{:eH :'puy 'srlodeutrpul) pelslny ITBIAJ put raro3 y 'f
'pa'h1doso1tt14 u.rapoys lltog w sau)ql P)lD) ut,.',(rrlesntJ uo rqlutlqel?l4l rto ztrqta1,, '':f
'qSlals 3 rreqog put:336163 dd'g1 ut,,'(:etuaruruo3 p:rqdoso1q4,, 'uouua'I aaq UIIEII

rsEI sl{l ro3 sruaun8re s,aqJu?Jq.[EW Jo lunof]? [ln3 E sB pJPuc]uI tou sI e oq? Jqf '9

,(Ogt CVle-809 hI g) 's8urqt IIeJo eruelsqns

ro crnteu (.rea eql eq Plnoa poc '3uql curEs rql ol srtuol leq.^A

'rO 'eJu€lsqns euIAIp lueueurrJd cuo eglJo '>ltods ol os 'stus?lueqd
ro suorlBsulpolu elq€lsun ro SuIqsIuEA ulelref .(po eq Ppo,^A sSulql

IIe .(ltrrenbasuo) pue 'po3 
^q 

pclresuof cq PIno,^^ Surqlou 'snql Put
'eurEs Jql LlPcrrerunu uIEluJJ Plno.^^ Inos ou 'JJuelsqns PclEJJf OU

'o,rn1ou osdt a(f Lrssa 9691 cql uI s3lrr,^ zIUqrc'I 'uollernP elllosJo efroJ

e lnoqlrlfi 's,poD u€tl] rJrller silaql Eulfq sE suoll?fulPou eql lnoq€ >lltl ol
Jsues cltur ol sJSEJf lI 'Po3JO uorlft Jql ol l.le lsnlfxa PJgIJfs€ eJe suollB)

-gIPoru esoql Ptelsul JI PuE 'suotltcgrpolu u.^ao rleql (Poc Jo efuerrnruof
rr{t qtr-^ ) 8ur:npo.rd Jo slqEdtr arroJ luelslsled E PrIueP rrE sSuleq Peleerr

JI 'rusrzoulds ol JSoIJ .(lsnore8uep seuror uolllsod lsrleuolsllffo rql 'sJn8l€
JLI (uorlfeuuol E Llfns Jo e)uJsqt eql uI .',(]r.trl:e 3o aldouud Surlstsred

E se snltls sll Pue Poc Jo lBtll tuou lfurlslP ssJlJrllauou sI 'luePuedsP

JIIq,ld 'leql eluelslxc ue ol J)ulllsqns Jo IUIelf eql ueei\\]Jq uollfeullof erll
p?etsul Surzrseqdtue 'slceler zruqle'I lEtll uolsnlJuoJ aql sr sIqI e's3^lcsueql
tnoqe s8ulql rllns Surrq ol rr,^aod ou ssossod Laqa 'srca3;r Put srlels
rrrrll IIeJo uorlrnPord eql roJ rulq uo lurPuedeP Qalapuot ere poc uo lueP

-uedcp dllerluesse sc;nlterJ lel{t sI uolllsod tsIIeLIoIs?flo Jql Jo loqsdn eqJ

(ESt OlqSt 'IIIX-IIX 39) 
'ereq.ao'csle ro errql 'ertld eruos uI

lsrxJ lou seoP lI leql PUE slsrxc rlBqf srql leql s^rJfuof ol elqEun Jre

no( oruls 'errqt tI Surtrnd ill^A slq lnoqll.^^ PuE rrrllo ro eleld euos
ur Jsrxe tr ]rq] elull elUES eql le SuIIIr,^^ ]noq]I.^ lslxe rrtql slql leql

IIr.^A louuBJ rH 'aru3H 'Ps^Iafuof eq louuel leq.^A III.^A louutc [po3]
'serlrlePotu rEInfIuEd

rrsr{t Jo uorJ?Aresuof eql 01 lnq efuelslxe rleql Jo uollE^resuol Jql o1 {luo
tou sPuclxe're.r.oe;oru'PoD uo scrnleerlJo efuePucdeP eqJ 'Gst attst

6CI SJIIEJIW PUE 's^\€'I 'sJlnltN

-.ra run ePI :'uuoJ 'ua^tH .\\:\ :'
":f 'qBro15 'J 'U e)s 's.lu:u:n::' '

5),,tpoq puo pos {o uotutl )11 :n.:: il
sa:npo:d qllq.l.r 'asJa IUn ar{r -1: --:r:i
sr t[1],, rtql ..ruors.(5 arN.. :tlr :: i::
r qtr.r,r t:,( PUe JlJslI ol J.\nPIil

lsnur Sulqld:ala 1zq1 .(em ? q-rr,i j:
reqt osttu::d Jqr uIoU Surt:etq ::
ourrlroP Ja{?aa aql lstal ]e lo .'.: I l
;o lda:uor stq uo pas?q ,iuorr::: :; -

..'uol.tEUrrur[J ruo{ luountsJi
:p :r.3rusrg ol rrllrl qbgl .lq : : i -

JO Uorlrlrunururol pue slnl?\ :l:

'IIIX-IIX 3O) ,,slcala 'rr'i-.:
qrH.^ 'uor1qo.t aruEs .rlr F-.: :
'Leme ssed lou seop uonE::l
eluarsJJrP e aq o1 sr?addr :i.r -'.

-srxe rreql illat ot sonulrL.'-- :

sBurJq pJtBerJ 'e:u:pu:d.: -

Peleerl 1t 3o s:rsLqdrr:u: -:
o1 eq [I.A Sutuoseer -]o .rl.

ss3leque^eu qlH,^^ 'suoi::-- -.
JJrnos E :,(tr^rlJr Jo )l:.':'
rnll e sE PuE 'rSuBqr Ll;r. -. .

ou uo SlueJsrxe sll Jo_J tu::--::
JtErun[n ue sE-selo] 1r:r.'.'-':
jBql Surture[J sE tulq 3:s '.----

PeArefuoJ sr efuelsqns _lr F.:.:.'
.(lruenbesqns sr pu? '3ur..:

petoor Llpcrrolsrq ')ialdrj.r-- 
,

o1 sI ]?q,^A Surxg (ldruis r-, -'-
uBt{l JJour JAIo^ul ,leqt .r':, .

err eueruoueqd qorq.r1 urc, .
Jo Jlnleu Jql roJ 'JJurls::- :
ue tnoqtr[.^ ],, leql z[)LI i:: :

u'],169l'll 9) '(rr'rrpE -'::".--"
(gecrs(qderaur,, sr tr rrr{l s::-
3p) ..1e-reue8 ut a;ue:.qn. :

eq 'slrssE /flaN eqt or :lr_:::--
s,el)o'I uo Surlueruruol r:'j
sreeddE Je,^aod ro eJlol -ri!-:--

















Jo LtlnlEJ aqt rolltu ol Jtnqlrtle ol st ,{poq Jr{l uo Jruonglrl [erIS,(qd JlelPeruruI ue inos Jq]

ot Jlnqrrpr ot alqpuostar uo{ JtJ sE sI lr leql no,( ol prts clrq 1,, :lo1:rnbtfot s:rrrrm all 97
'ruopsltr s,poJ pu? ::mod s,po't :selnqullt

Jurlrp luara-lJrp o,ut jo Surputls:oprrn r:dord :rqt 3o uortscnb Jql Jslsl .(eqr 'csrma1r1 77

.. uolltPlrnla qiu3rulJ,, ar{l uI PrIt 't qJ
'z ld '9 ':111 'ttttl.tt ndo quaag r,./J uI sI uorlrsod slrp Jo rsuaJrP lssllnJ s,aqru?rqetBhl Iz

([EsE 'ttt 'J] tozl
aunf gg'ueqstw {pe.1 oi rallcD auo [E]nl?u,(luo rtll Llirranbesuor sr q]Iqa'duorunq
poqsqqttsac:d 3o srsaqrod.(q rqt sI rtqr 'qtt,^\ Pora,prlut liuteq lnoqttm pJlrrsuor
ele sJlpoq Jo pue s[nos Jo s,^\?l arp 3r 'tr11eug lng sJsn?] Ieuols€fro 3o srsaqlod.(q

3qr ur 'po:) 'sI r?ql 'urqt qtIA satr{lrlul q:rqm Surqr Prql E sI lI lBql ro 'slooqlS erll

ur uourrxor efuJngul 1o srsaqrod.(q lql st qllqa 'lJqro oql qll^\ sJreJrelul s8urql oml

,z'esre^ cfr^ .1o '8urql ltlueru e uI seSutqs lnoqr Sullq Plnol 8ulql I€Irel8tu
E ./r\oq r^rJruof ot rlglssodtul sl lI lEtll sPunorS cql uo uollfEr3lul Jo
srseqtoddq uBrsouEJ rr{l 8ur{)rut uI tI uo srller eH 'dtqsuorlela-r Lpoq-pos
Jr{l Jo uorssnJslP s,zruqlel uI Lllerluef sJrnSu Suruosear -}o ed.(l sIqI

'ruilll-Io ,,suoll€flJrpotu slqtJlldxe,, se Pc^Iefuof eq utf leql esorlt -{Iuo

'Lleruru :sJrnttu rleql urorJ rJuuttu elqISITIJluI ull LII 8ul./r\olloJ sE pJ^Isluol
eq uBl stlUJc ul€Urr Lluo'8urcq30 sedl.] ro selfsds LIIeUJf ol PrtBJr gll-^

'trqt rurel: Jqt ot prlltull sI stxcluof rsJr{l tll lulod slq '.ptclsul 'Llr.ttlct:

ro sfroJ rllr^\ Pe.^ oPu. lleJ uI err sSulql pJltelf Jo slros lEtl.^a lnoqt .&\JIA B

ur srscq snol^qo ou sdolue lI Jraq,^a slxJlllof .(ueru rtr uollfJlqo slql s[oldeP

eI{ 'sra.\\od lrsntJ Itrr Jo uollnqllllE JIil Jo luJPucdrPrII sI lelll lqSnoql
s.zruqr.'I ur elor lerrtrrFrp luelrodrur ue sLtld uollrelqo .{tr[qrSqlcrur eql
'puolrs ..'l.ruetcg3ns-Jlrs Iesntr 3o ccrBap sll 'rrtllo aql uo i.{rrpqr8r11.:iur

frsurrJur slr '.PuELi ilIo JIll uo :Pllo.t\ PelErr) 3r{t Jo slfcdsE luJrslJIP
.(itsagrurur Jrt leq.{\ uo rEJq deqr 'lsrig 'reqtrSol Llesop ool lulun8le Jo
seurl o.{\] esJLIl unr ol e^oru cql lslsJJ ol 1ue.4 I 'JJAe,{\Oq 'suosEa] o,{\l loJ
'urJql eJnPord o1 1ueDg3lls SJJ.{\Od ePnlful seJnlBu Jlcql esef uI lsnf sJJnlEU

lsqr Lq clqrcqdxe eq 111^\ s8urqt 3o srrtrrdord Pue stlel3r eql ltqt >lulql ol
:1qrsnr1d sr tI ioJ '8urql cruts eql qrnrrl ol lunoru? ol tuees lq8lu suolllrlqo
rsor{t '(llBuorsuetxg 'elqlSIIIrtuI PsrePuer rq uer sltrcJJe PuE seluadord
rrcqt qrlq.\\ qSnorqt selnlEu tlll.^A Pe,^doPu. 3q sSurql PelBerf l?ql lsISuI ol
srnlre-I slq roj osF lnq slr+Ja u^Ao rleql rlnPord ol rr.{\od eLIl sSulql Prl€ell
SurLuep ro3 .(ldturs tou eqru€rqeitw stlneJ zIuqIe-I 'Surptar .{ur ug 'pllo.^a

PrtEJrf Jrll Jo -(llllqrSqlelur fISuIrluI aql roJ sPetrl uoISIAord cqr surefuof
'Suruosrcr s.zluqle'I ur aleld t lueurruoJd se lstel le seldnrJo .la'er,t Lu
ur qlrq,^ 'rele.^aotl 'czrseqdue ol tur.&\ I ensst eI.lJ rz'll ,(uep cqcur-rqJlery

elrl slsrleuolsEfJo elrq,e\ 'sra,ra.od ltsnrc (repuofes lslxc aleql leql se^JllJq

eq :stsrTeuorsBffo eql pue zIuqIJ'I uee.^alJq uoIsIArP rBelJ E sI cJeql 'uorlsenb
sn{l uo 'sSureq Pal€Jr) ,lIuIJ l{lr^d Jauuelu sluos uI PeJtrls eq 01 sI ra,lo'od

reqleq.^ ro 'ra.rr\od IIE peProrl€ Jq ol sI Po, rel{lrq.11 :re,^Aod Jo .(tuouofa
aqt sulefuol crJr{ enssl lE slulod ledlourrd crll Jo euo 'L1snor.r,qo 'zrro5

aseql Jo auo ler{] l3rpr3 
^Jessmu 

s r '
qtr.^ peroJrelul erE s^&"I 3saqlJl ToN
Jre slnos Jo pu? selPoq Jo sillEl :iP I

Pug u?J ruo IP ur PUY ' ' ' 'aPc.EE o
rqt ro{ 'pal?r}suorrrop sr sr.seqrodiq,l

1r 'alf,?rrru .(q lou pue dgr.mrzu "m

uouBururTe,, s,zIUqIa-I -lo u.i.i:

.ro3 dtra,rl:e 1o s3rJnos arul dpo ap-

3es I 'sesneJ lEuorsErJoJo urslsas qi
r?q] J3IIeq e sr srql puv 's3snt, [<rc
3ruos JrE aJar{l l?ql 'l'laruetr :pgor :

Jarlaq ue{elsflu E u?q] aJotrr ou 1o J
'lA D) ,.ll saqsnd reql uouou m ilx
dpoq r,, reqr-.,s:rs,(qd 3o aldpurd r

-lgl' dd'plnvutv puo zluqyl'P :99-,

Fluau e esnec-rsenb alerpauu! {06
-aiEW,, ot Surl:efqo s? zruqErl srs:

o.'s8urql pel?erf Jo s3rnlflr stF

s,4 ?I l?rnleu lunolfE lst[?uorsl
er{} .(glrla saJeJJelur,, ro ..s!
slr lnoq? Surrq sr"rq urto e
Surrrr8 u?tll ror{ler 'sl)ege rra
uo s1v\?I IEJnWu Sursodun ip
3o dcuapuel eqt qlra Prrrrafu
ur?lJer Jo aJnleu ur etru3lstx3 Ji

eq seop roN '(slroJJo rroBErr

elnl?uJo s.url eql lnoqe srsal,l
e>lrl slsqeuors?3fo leql lou sr

(ret fr:
slr o8urqf ue^e Jou 'JalteE m
es?erleP Jou esBeJsrrr Jsrpreu q
E r{f,ns ur 'se8uBrl3 s1r lnoqe &
ruou rueql Jo r{r?3 ol uaa€ s
rreql luetuour dr3^3 $ Ll,,/,.n,r

Jo osoql o1 SuruuoJEor se8tn

1t\?I e tr ePtru sEr{ Poc rsql [sil

:Lpoq eqr pt
go ,{;pn8 eq plno & po, sasr

rer{unJ s,zluqls'I pu"lsraPtm (

Lnl soperrry pue 's.l.rt'J ise:n1r11



148 Donald P. Rutherford

As wc havc seen, tr-c employs it in criticizing occasionalists: their account

makes no attempt to explain divinc action in a way that is consistent with

the naturcs of created bcings. Finally, he citcs it as an advantage of his own

theory of precstablished harmony that it ascribes to the body and thc soul

or-rly ihot. effects that can be undcrstood as following from the nature of
each being: material effects from material things, mental effccts from

mental things. [n cach of these cascs, we find Leibniz arguing purely on the

basis of considerations of intelligibility: within the "order of nature" it
must bc possible to conceive how any effect follows in an intelligible

manncr from thc nature of its subject.

At another level, however, considerations of intelligibility do become

closely linked in Leibniz's mind with thc idea that any substancc is by

nature a principle of force or activity. Applying the principle of intclligibil-
ity to the indiuidual naturc of a substance, he infers that a substance must

not only be a principle of activity, but a principle that is sufficient to

account for the production of all its particular natural effbcts' Togethcr,

then, the claims of activity and intclligibility lcad to the conclusion that it
is of thc very nature of the soul (and, in an extended sensc, of the body)'?a

to be causaily rcsponsible for thc production of all its own states in thc

ordcr in rvhich they occur. Rathcr than one substance influencing the othcr,

or God influcncing both, each has been created frorn the start such that

through thc exercise of its own natural powers therc follows the entire

sequence of its effccts.2s We may concludc, then, that in his discussion of

thinking. Mv reason is that the one is as inexplicable as the other by the nrodiiications olthe
thing to rvhich it is attributed" (G VI, 569; cf 570).

24. The casc ofbodies raiscs special problelns. Although l cannot argue the poitrt herc, on

Leibniz's Llnclerstanding of the body-soul relation any fundanlental commitment to the

substantiality ofbodies is givcn up; instead, every body is, in the flnal analysis, an "aggregate"

of soul-like motratls. (On this, sec my essay "Leibniz's'Analysis of Multitude and Phenomena

into Urrities and Reality,' " Jotrrnal oithe Hktory oJPhilosophy 28 [1990]: 525-52) Thus, while

in many ofhis published rvritings Leibniz reprcsents thc theory ofprecstablished harmony as

a resporlsc to thc views of l)escartes and Malebranche on the issuc of mind-body interaction'

this posture is to a degree deceptivc. At a deeper level, the precstablished harmony of body

a.d soul is rcvealed to be a preestablished harmony among the perceptions ol a tiniversc ol
rrnertended. soul-like substances.

25. Roger Woolhousc has argr.red that Leibniz's objection that occasionalism introduces a

perpctual miracle "turns on his view of substances as active and as containitrg in their own

,r"trr.s th" principle of their changes" ("Leibniz and Occasionalism," in Metaphysks and

Phitosophy nj Srirnrc in the Seuentemth and Eighteenth Cenuries, ed R Woolhouse ll)ordrecht:
D. Reidei, f9881, pp. 1.66-67).1see his position as largely cotrsistent with my own, although

it collapse. thc disrinction bctwecn what I regard JS two separJte drgumentative strarcgies in

Leibniz-the one bearing on the nature of substances as pcrsisting principles of activity, the

other on the intrinsic intclligibility of nature as a whole. Again, I would strcss the point made

with respect to Sleigh: Leibniz's arguments conccrning miracles and intelligibility are in the
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functional union whereby it is reasonable to think of the two as communi-
cating rvith each other.

In Lcibniz's view, this impression that the soul is in immediate commu-
nication with thc body-that it is capable both of influencing and being
influcnced by the body-is a phenomenon that can be explained in a way
that is consistent with the assumption of nature's intelligibility. As hc sees

it, it is part ofthe soul's intrinsic nature to "represent" each and every state
ofits associated organic body.26 To say that a soul is naturally represcntative
of its body rrcans, among other things, that it perceives itself as being
locatcd within a body that it identifies as its own, and that it perceivcs itself
as interacting with other bodics via the instrumentality of this body.27
Again, Lcibniz takes this to be an essential property of any soul-like
substance. To posit a soul acting without representing the state of its body,
he suggests, would be to contravene thc "order of nature." It would be to
accept

a metaphysical fiction, as when one assumes that God destroys a

body in order to crcate a vacuum; the one is as contrary to the order
of nature as the othcr. For since the nature of the soul has been made
in such a way from the beginning as to represent successivcly the
changes of matter, the situation which we assume could not arisc in
the rratural ordcr. (G lY, 519lL 493)

Presented with this position, a critic might well raise the objection that
Leibniz has advanccd what is fairly described as an ad hoc solution to the
problem of the communication of thc body and the soul. V/hilc rejecting as

unintelligiblc the hypothesis that the two causally interact, as well as all
appeals to a supernatural influencc, he has failed to explain how it happens

26. In his frrst reply to Bayle, Leibniz claims that "it is the soul's own God-givcn narure to
represent cverything that takes placc in its organs by virtue ofits own 1aws" (G IV 519/L 493).
Corrrpare Theodity, $355: "The true means whereby God causes the soul to have sensations of
what happens in the body havc thcir origin in the nature ofthc soul, which represents bodies,
and is so made beforehand that thc representations which arise onc lrom another within it, by
a natural se'qlrence ofthoughts, correspond to the changes ofbodies" (Cl Vl, 326).

27. In the "Ncw Systeni," Leibniz writes that thc "internal perceptions in the soul itself
must arise because of its own original constitution, that is, they must arise through the
representativc nature (capable olexpressing external things as they relate to its organs) given
to the soul lrom its creation, which constitutes its individual character" (G IV 484/AG 143).
He furthcr remarks that the "organized mass" olthe body conrains the "point of view" of the
soul, and that "the soul has its seat in the body by an immediate presence" (C] IV 484-85/AG
144). For rcasons ofspace, I omit here any discussion of the special sense Lcibniz gives to the
terms 'expression' and 'representation'. Such a discussion would obviously be necessary for a

complcte accoul)t of his position.
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what he sees as occasionalism's negativc consequences for thc project of
thcodicy.

III

Wc have seen how Leibniz's chargc that occasionalism implies a "perpetual

miracle" draws on the assumption of nature's intelligibility. In rejecting thc
demand for intelligibility, he argues, occasionalism promotes thc climina-
tion of any cohcrcnt distinction bctween the natural and the miraculous,
and with it any notion of what Stuart Brown has calied the "autonomy of
naturc."2'For Leibniz, this is a result with profound consequenccs for the
projcct of theodicy. As hc secs it, the principlc that the ordinary effccts of
things must always bc cxplicable by the natures of those things stands in a

critical relationship to God's wisdom.3('As he writes in his 1709 rcsponse

to Lamy: "the wisdom of God appears more clearly in the svstem of
harmony, in which all is connected through rcasons drawn from the naturcs
of things, than in that of the occasionalists, in which everything is com-
pclled by an arbitrary power" (G IV 594).3r

We can conccive of the relationship bctwccn God's wisdom and the

29. "Leibniz's 'Crossing lrom Occasional Causes to thc Prccstablished Harnrony,"' in
Ldbniz: Tiariition und Aktualltrit. Vortrrige, V. lntern.ationalcr Leihniz-Kongress, ed. I. Marchlcwitz
(Hannover: Schliitersche Vcrlagsanstalt, 1988), pp. 116-23.

30. A lorcclul statcmcnt ofLeibniz's concern on this issuc appears in the Prelace to the Neil/

E-r-rays:

I acknowledge that wc must not deny what we do not undcrstand, but I add that we

are entitled to deny (within the natural order at least) whatever is absolutcly unintclli-
giblc and incxplicablc. . . . The distinction between what is natural and explicable and

what is miraculous and incxplicable renloves all the dilficulties. To rejcct it would be to
uphold something worse than occult qualities, and thcrcby to renounce philosophy and

reason, giving reluse to ignorancc and laziness by means ofan irratiotral system which
maintains not only that thcre are qualities which we do not understand-ofrvhich thcrc
are only too many-but hrrther that there are some which could not be comprchended
by the greatest intellect ifGod gavc it every possible opportunity, i.c. [qualities] wiiich
are either miraculous or r.vithout rhyme or reason. And indeed it would be without
rhvme or reason lor God to perlorm miraclcs in the ordinary course ofcvcnts. So this
idle hypothesis would dcstroy not only our philosophy which seeks reasons but also

the divinc u,isdom which provides them. (NE 65-66)
31 . Comprre his letter to Lady Masham of 30June 17{)4: "fTlhe \cry rcason and order of

divine wisdom dctcrmines that one not have recourse to miracles unless necessary. . . . Thus
it seems that my hypothesis is something more than a hypothesis, being not only entirely
possible, but also the one u,hich is most in conformity with the wisdom of God and thc order
of things" (G lll, 353*5,+).
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As Catherinc Wilson has emphasized, Leibniz, particularly in his early
writings, shows signs of being strongly influenced by Malebranche's ap-
proach to the theodicy problcm.33 Arguably, this is an influence that persists

through the publication of the Theodicy, in the view that the metaphysical
perfcction of a world is to bc regarded as a function of both the plenitude
of its cxistence and thc simplicity of its laws. Despite these points of contact

bctween the views of thc two philosophcrs, however, the fact remains that
while Malebranchc sees the perfection of God's creation as essentially
dependent on thc perfection of his "ways" or modes of willing (their
sirnplicity, uniformity, etc.), Lcibniz is concerned cxclusively with thc
pcrfection that a world possesses by virtuc of its own intrinsic nature. This
is most immcdiately apparent in his image of God survcying the domain of
all possible worlds, wcighing their respectivc dcgrees of perfection, and

only then choosing to create that world which is by its own naturc the best

of all possible worlds (cf. Theodicy, 5225). Within this model thcrc is no
room for an independcnt weighing of thc particular mode of God's willing.
Instead, God brings into existence the possiblc world of greatest perfection
by virtue of a "moral necessity, which constrains thc wisest to do the best"
(Theodicy, 5367; G vI,333lH 345).i4

rnotion so simple and so natural that it is con.rpletely worthy of the infinitc wisdon.r of
its author." (OC V 29)

See also Dialogtres lX, x (OC Xll,213-1{lD 213).

33. "Lcibnizian Optinrism,"Jorrnal o;f Philosophy 80 (1983): 765-83, and Leibniz's Mctaphy*
irs: A Historiul and Conrparatiue Strdl (Princcton, N.J.: Princcton University Press, 1989), pp.

28 1 -88.
34. A somcwhat subtlc distinction is involved here. My claim is not that thc r.node of God's

willing (God's "ways") is irrelevant lor Leibniz in detern'rining thc pcrfection of a world, but
only that it is not a lactor that is sct against thc pcrlcction ofthe "work," as in Malebranchc.
According to Lcibniz, God's assessnrent ol a world's degree of perlection requires that he

tbresee the results ofcertain frec dccrecs ofhis wi1l. (ln the Arnauld correspondence, Leibniz
says that (]od considers these decrees suh ratione possibilitatk: cf. G ll, 51-52/LA 56-58.) These

frce decrecs arc rcsponsiblc for the specific causal order of any world, and thus contribute to
determining its intrinsic perlection. The diflercncc bctween the positions of Leibniz and

Malebranche is that for Lcibniz the mode of God's willing is relevant to the assessment of the

perlection ol'God's creative act only insofar as it contributcs to the intrinsic perlection ofthe
produrt of creation. For Malebranche, by contrast, the rnode olGod's willing becomes a factor
that is in competition with the pcrfection olthe work. The apparent similarity between their
t'nvo positions allows Leibniz to claim (when it suits him) that he is really just saying the same

thing as Malebranche. Reading carcfully, however, the distance betwecn the two becomes

clear. In rhc Thcodity ($208), for example, Leibniz delends thc Malebranchian r.iew that the
"ways of God are those most simplc and most uniform"; but he immediately goes on to stress

that thcsc arc also the means that are the "most productivc" and that they lead "to a singlc
advantage, which is to produce as nruch perfection as is possible" (GVl,241lH257 cf. ML
392). This is a point that is reitcrated in a number of texts suggesting that God's decision in
creation is to be seen not as a balancing of two competing sources of perGction-richness of
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158 Donald P. Rutherford

his knowledgc of the perfection of those natures. In addition to this spccific
point of disagreement, we have locatcd a more general tension between the
ways in which Malebranche and Leibniz each approach the problem of
creation. Malebranche remains committed to constructing a metaphysics
that is corlsistent with the fundamentals of Christian doctrine, one that
acknowledges the central place of the Incarnation and the essential depen-
dencc of created beings on God. Leibniz, by contrast, develops his position
largely under the influencc of a conception of God as an infinitely skillful
craftsman, one who is disposcd to create that world which in and of itself
contains the grcatcst possible perfcction.

Givcn the theological distance that separates Leibniz from Malcbranche,
there is no easy way to judge thc success of his critiquc of occasionalism.
Wc can pcrhaps best see it as an attempt to push forward the program of
rationalist mctaphysics unencumbcred by the demands of religious ortho-
doxy.aa This is not to suggest that Leibniz rejects the significancc of
thcological conccrns-his philosophy is of course infuscd with them-but
rather that his God is, to a more significant degree than Malebranche's, thc
God of a philosopher: the divine mathcmatician, thc infinitely skillful
artisan. Confronted with the occasionalist position, Lcibniz will insist that
in denying crcated things natures sutlicient to account for their effects,
Malebranche has effectively robbcd God of the honor of having conceived
and created that artifact which best displays his wisdom. Rather than bcing
a worthy product of God's creative will, thc world becomes no morc than
a continuous exprcssion of God's personai power.as

,14. Compare Wllson, Leibniz's Metaphysics, pp.297*303. Wilson's book emphasizes anorher
strand of Leibniz's thinking that is at odds with orthodox Christianity: his sympathy for a

Neoplatonic account of creation as emanarion (see pp. 275-81). Arguably, this is a point on
which Malebranche's position is also at risk.

45. [n a sornewhat unlikcly place, Hume's Enquiry Conrcrning Human L)nderstanding, wcfnd
a compclling staremcnt of this distinctively Leibnizian complaint. According to the occasion-
alists, Hume writes,

evcry thing is lull of God. Not contcnt with the principlc, that nothing cxists but by
his will, that nothing posscsses any power but by his concession: They rob narure, and
all created bcings, ofevery powcr, in order to rendcr their dependence on the Deity still
morc sensible and immediate. They consider not, that, by this theory, thcy diminish,
instead ol r.nagnifying, the grandeur of thosc attributes, which they aflect so much to
celcbrate. It argues surely more power in the Deity to delegate a certain degree ofpower
to inlerior creatures, than to produce every thing by his own immediate volition. k
argues nlore wisdom to contrivc at first the labric of the world with such perfect
foresight, that, ofitself, and by its proper operation, it may wcll serve all the purposes
of providcnce, than if thc great (lreator were obliged at every momenr to adjust its
parts, and animare by his breath all the wheels of that stupendous machine. (sec. vii)
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